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Dear Rebecca,     
  
Thank you for your email of 26 November to the Home Office on behalf of your constituent,
Mr Ben Grant, about the Nationality and Borders Bill.  I am replying as the Minister for 
Justice and Tackling Illegal Migration and I am sorry for the delay in doing so.  

The Nationality and Borders Bill, part of the Government’s New Plan for Immigration, 
seeks to build a fair but firm asylum and migration system.  The principle behind the Bill – 
and the wider plan – is simple.  Those in need of protection must claim in the first safe 
country they reach – that is the fastest route to safety.  Access to the UK’s asylum system 
should be based on need, not on the ability to pay people smugglers.  Illegal migration 
should be prevented and those with no right to be in the UK should be removed, while 
those in genuine need will be protected.  

Evidence (questions 1 – 5)

Mr Grant asks a number of questions in relation to the evidence base for provisions in the 
Bill.  By way of background, I would direct his attention to the following:

The policy statement that launched the New Plan for Immigration: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/
attachment_data/file/972517/CCS207_CCS0820091708-
001_Sovereign_Borders_Web_Accessible.pdf.

The equality impact assessment for the policies being delivered through the Nationality 
and Borders Bill:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-nationality-and-borders-bill-equality-
impact-assessment.  

And our quarterly immigration statistics:
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/immigration-statistics-quarterly-release.

Turning to Mr Grant’s specific questions, I must confirm that the Home Secretary is quite 
right when she says that we should focus our efforts on the vulnerable people who are in 
most need of our help and not on those who can afford to pay people smugglers and who 
disregard our laws in order to come to the UK.  Mr Grant asks us to set out the evidence 
base for remarks along these lines the Home Secretary made when she appeared before 
the Lords Home Affairs and Justice Committee on 27 October 2021.  I have to tell 



Mr Grant that in my view, the Home Secretary’s comments are self-evident.   

We do not disaggregate our published data to say what the specific outcomes are for 
people who have arrived by small boat, and I would also say that due to the length of time 
it can take for claims to be finalised, some cases will not be concluded within the space of 
one calendar year.  Regarding costings of measures designed to reduce pull factors to the 
UK, I can confirm that we intend to publish an economic impact assessment for measures 
contained in the Nationality and Borders Bill.  

Mr Grant refers to our proposals to reduce the draw of the UK by making it possible to 
remove protection claimants to a safe third country while their claims are processed.  
Costs will depend on the detail of how any such system is designed, but I would like to 
reassure Mr Grant that we would only ever work with countries which are safe, in line with 
our international obligations.  And finally, regarding the evidence base for our policy of 
differential treatment for different groups of protection claimants, again, I would advise
Mr Grant that we intend to publish an economic impact assessment in due course, 
although he will find some information which may be useful in this regard in the equality 
impact assessment.

Resettlement (questions 5 – 10)

The UK has a proud history of welcoming refugees from around the globe through 
resettlement and this will continue.  While we cannot help everyone, with worldwide 
displacement now standing at around 80 million people, we will maintain clear, well 
defined routes for refugees in need of protection and when they arrive in the UK we will 
ensure they have the tools to properly integrate and contribute to society.  The number of 
refugees we can resettle has to be based on the UK’s capacity to support them.

Since 2015, we have resettled over 25,000 men, women and children seeking refuge from 
persecution across the world; more than any other European country.  Mr Grant refers to 
family reunion.  We have granted refugee family reunion visas to over 39,000 people since
2015, with more than half of those issued to children.  Our policy also makes it clear that 
there is discretion to grant visas outside the Immigration Rules, which caters for extended 
family members in exceptional circumstances, including young adult sons or daughters 
who are dependent on family here and living in dangerous situations.  There are separate 
provisions in the Immigration Rules to allow extended family to sponsor children to come 
here where there are serious and compelling circumstances.  

I agree with Mr Grant that we need to do our fair share to support vulnerable people.  
However, I cannot agree that we are failing to do so.   

Following the successful completion of the Vulnerable Persons Resettlement Scheme in 
February 2021, we have launched the new global UK Resettlement Scheme (UKRS).  This
builds on the success of previous schemes and sees the UK continue to welcome 
refugees in need of protection.  The UK will also continue to work closely with international
partners such as the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to target 
those in greatest need of our support.  This includes people requiring urgent medical 
treatment, survivors of violence and torture, and women, girls and children at risk.  We 
also continue to resettle refugees through Community Sponsorship and the Mandate 
Resettlement Scheme.  

We have also relocated over 7,000 people under the Afghan Relocations and Assistance 
Policy (ARAP), which offers any current or former locally employed staff who are assessed
to be under serious threat to life priority relocation to the UK, with many more continuing to
arrive.  On 6 January, the Afghan Citizens Resettlement Scheme (ACRS) formally opened 



and will provide up to 20,000 women, children and others at risk with a safe and legal 
route to resettle in the UK.  The scheme will prioritise those who have assisted UK efforts 
in Afghanistan and stood up for UK values such as democracy, women’s rights, freedom of
speech and rule of law; and vulnerable people such as women and girls at risk, and 
members of minority groups (including ethnic / religious minorities and LGBT+).  The 
ACRS demonstrates the Government’s New Plan for Immigration in action, as we expand 
and strengthen our safe and legal routes to the UK for those in need of protection.  

In very exceptional circumstances, the Home Secretary is able to use her discretion to 
allow someone whose life is at direct risk to come to the UK, where the unique facts of the 
case merit this.  And as we committed to in the New Plan for Immigration, those coming to 
the UK through resettlement routes now receive immediate indefinite leave to remain.

Over 88,800 British Nationals (Overseas) (BN(O)) status holders and their family members
have applied for the BN(O) route, reflecting the UK’s historic and moral commitment to 
those people of Hong Kong who chose to retain their ties to the UK and it offers a choice 
that affords long-term safety and stability for these individuals and their families.

I do not accept the premise that a reduction in spending on aid reflects a reluctance on our
part to play a leading role to address this issue.  The UK is proud to be the third highest 
contributor of overseas development aid in the world.  In recent years, we have resettled 
more refugees than any other country in Europe.  The facts speak for themselves.  We are
working with our international partners to tackle these shared problems.

I must also tell Mr Grant that it would not be possible to set up an asylum entry route from 
France.  This would simply create another pull factor to incentivise people to make 
dangerous journeys across Europe.  I would also draw Mr Grant’s attention to remarks 
made by French Interior Minister Darmanin to Calais MP, Pierre-Henri Dumont, at the 
French Parliament on 7 December 2021; Minister Darmanin making it clear that “the UK 
will not send British officers to Calais to process asylum claims” and also saying “that will 
never happen” and it would be “unacceptable”.

I would like to conclude by assuring you that the Government stands by its moral and legal
obligations to help innocent people fleeing from cruelty around the world.  However, not 
everyone who wants to settle here can do so, and those who do must come here legally.

Once again, thank you for taking the time to write and I trust that this reply is helpful.

With best wishes,

Yours ever,
  

Tom Pursglove MP
Minister for Justice and Tackling Illegal Migration


