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Welcome
All supporters and
friends are welcome
to our meetings, held
at 8pm on the
second Tuesday of
each month at the
Silver Street Baptist
Church, Taunton.The
next meetings are on:

l 10 February

l 10 March

l 14 April

l 12 May

l 9 June

Chairman
Martin Shirley 
Email: martin@
crich.eclipse.co.uk
Tel. 01460 62608
Secretary 
Grace Pritchard 
Tel. 01935 823384
Treasurer
Robin Peeler
Email: robin.peeler
@orchestria.com
Tel. 01823 284001
Press Officer 
Wendy Collyer
Email: wendy.collyer@
hodder.co.uk
Tel. 01984 667354
Newsletter &
Website Editor
Heather Greig
Email: heatherg@
clavelshay.plus.com
Tel. 01278 663991

www.amnesty.org.uk/
taunton

WHEN I FIRST TOOK ON
THE DEATH PENALTY
campaign for the Taunton
Amnesty Group, I did so
because I felt how wrong
it was to take a human
life, particularly in such a
deliberate and calculated
way as results from a
murder trial. It was only
later that I learnt that
medical professionals
around the world are
prohibited from
participating in
executions, so needles
and intravenous lines are
inserted into prisoners by
unqualified staff.The
application of electric
current and cyanide gas,
tightening a rope around
or dropping a blade upon
the neck are not designed
to be pain-free. Nor is
death necessarily
instantaneous.

It is only since running
the campaign that I’ve
come to realise how
unfair the death penalty is,
particularly in America.
There, life or death after a
trial may depend on
where you live, what race
you belong to, your
education or more likely,
your lack of education
and your poverty.This
unfairness within the
boundaries of one
country really worries
me.Why should an
American from Texas be
executed for a crime
which would lead to life

imprisonment in Maine? It
isn’t fair. It isn’t even
sensible economically.

Knowing that America
still uses the death penalty
makes me feel awkward
when writing, for
example, to Saudi Arabia
or Iran and asking for
prisoners there to be
spared. I feel we and our
allies should be the ones
to set an example.

However, there is
reason to hope. Slowly
the USA is turning against
the death penalty. Just
over a year ago, on 17
December 2007, New
Jersey became the first
state in over 30 years to
abolish the death penalty.
Then on 12 December
2008, the Maryland
Commission on Capital
Punishment issued its final
report recommending
repeal of the death
penalty in Maryland.The
final vote will take place

during the 2009 legislative
session, and, who knows,
perhaps the new
president will be able to
encourage the thirty-five
states that have yet to
abolish the death penalty
to see sense!

Barbara Cooper, Death
Penalty Campaign 
Co-ordinator,Taunton AI

Working to abolish 
the death penalty

For more details
please contact:
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P To find out more about the
death penalty in the United
States go to:
Amnesty International
USA, death penalty
www.amnestyusa.org/death-
penalty/page.do?id=1011005
and
USA - 30 years of
executions, 30 years of
wrongs
www.amnesty.org.uk/content.
asp?CategoryID=10338

P There is also a creative
action to take for a death row
prisoner in Japan, on p2.

                                                



In memory of
John Garland
THE TAUNTON AMNESTY GROUP would like to offer
their condolences to the family and friends of John
Garland who died on 5th January 2009. He had been a
stalwart of the Taunton Amnesty group ever since it
was restarted in 2000. Looking back through old
photos of group activities, John features in many of
them.This reflects the prominent role that he has
played in several of our campaigns over the years. Most
notably he was the coordinator of the 'Stop Torture'
campaign and latterly he was the co-ordinator of the
Zimbabwe campaign. But he contributed to the group
in other ways as well. His keen intelligence and wide
experience were great assets in all our debates and
discussions. He was knowledgeable on many subjects,
and his room at St George’s Residential Home was
packed to overflowing with the books that he loved.

I remember tin-rattling for Amnesty with John one
Saturday morning. He put my efforts to shame, as he
had a constant stream of friends and acquaintances,
each of whom came up to greet him, pass the time of
day and make a contribution. It seemed that most of

Taunton knew him well!
John was a great believer

in justice and in the good
in human nature. For those
of us lucky enough to
know John, his passing
casts a sad shadow over
the beginning of this New
Year. But I am sure that he
would not want us to be
downcast, but rather to
use his memory to
increase our resolve to
continue our work
towards a fairer world.

Robin Peeler

GROUP NEWS
Amnesty International Benefit Gig
Jakes Ladder Theatre Co. will present Can I Be
Frank? at Queen’s College, Taunton on Thursday
26th February (7.30pm).An affectionate two-man
tribute to the 1950s, the show was written by
Steve Evans and Tim Goodwright several years ago,
and is being resurrected especially for Amnesty
International in this one-off gig.

Kings of Swing Lennie and Marty used to be a
double act.Their reunion shouldn’t be surprising
except that at least one of them is dead.As the
boys try to come to terms with the situation the
pair argue, wrestle with some home truths and
relive their heyday as the Kings of Swing.

The show is packed full of old Frank and Dean
routines, some incredible vocal performances and
plenty of ad-libs. Described by one audience
member as ‘pant-wettingly funny’ the show is also
deeply moving with an emotionally-charged subtext.

Tickets cost £15 and £12.50, with proceeds going
to Amnesty International.To book, contact the box
office on 01823 272559

Minehead group event
The Minehead Amnesty International group is
hosting a performance of Asylum Dialogues on
Wednesday 1st April at 7.30pm, in the Regal Bar,
Regal Theatre, Minehead. Drawn from real life
conversations, Asylum Dialogues explores some of
the everyday encounters between British people
and those seeking sanctuary here.
Tickets cost £5.50/£5/£3. Enquiries: 01643 706430.
www.iceandfire.co.uk

JAPAN: HAKAMADA IWAO
Hakamada Iwao aged 72 has been on death row in Japan
for 40 years, including 28 years in solitary confinement,
for a crime he maintains he did not commit. The
Taunton group began the New Year by making origami
'Cranes of Peace' to send to Hakamada with messages
of hope and support.To make your own origami crane
to send to Hakamada, watch an online video tutorial at:
http://fr.youtube.com/watch?v=R9VF3gdf_Hk 
P Send your crane and message of support to:
Hakamada Iwao, c/o Tokyo Dentention Center,
1-35-1 Kosuge, Katsushika-ku,Tokyo,
124-0001 Japan

If you only do one thing
this month...

B O O K  C O R N E RB O O K  C O R N E R
The Catholic Orangemen of Togo and
Other Conflicts I Have Known,
by Craig Murray
"Above all this book is about Africa.
Craig Murray eschews the banal remedies
of the left and right to share with us the
deep knowledge and understanding that
comes over 30 years working in or with

Africa. Gems of wisdom and observation scatter the
book, as does a deep sense of moral outrage at the
consequences of centuries of European involvement." 

Craig has been obliged to self-publish his new book
because legal threats from mercenary commander Tim
Spicer scared off his publisher. He has had hard copies
printed privately, and if people wish to have a copy of the
book they can purchase it via this link:
http://www.craigmurray.org.uk/archives/
2009/01/buy_the_catholi.html for £17.99, including a
donation of £1 to either Amnesty International, People
and Planet or Human Rights Watch. If you wish to pay by
cheque or postal order, please write with your details to:
Craig Murray, 31 Sinclair Gardens,West Kensington,
London W14 0AU. Cheques for £17.99 payable to Craig
Murray. He is also very happy for people to read the
book online for free. Martin Shirley (martin@
crich.eclipse.co.uk) can email it to you on request, as a
pdf attachment - he recommends it as a compelling read.

                    


