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Welcome
All supporters and
friends are welcome
to our meetings, held
at 8pm on the
second Tuesday of
each month at the
Silver Street Baptist
Church, Taunton.The
next meetings are on:

l 14 September

l 12 October

l 9 November
Guest speaker
Yvonne Taylor will
talk on Sri Lanka

l 14 December

Chairman
Martin Shirley 
Email: martin@
crich.eclipse.co.uk
Tel. 01460 62608
Secretary 
Grace Pritchard 
Tel. 01935 823384
Treasurer
Robin Peeler
Email: peeler.robin
@gmail.com
Tel. 01823 284001
Press Officer 
Wendy Collyer
Email: wendy.collyer@
hodder.co.uk
Tel. 01984 667354
Newsletter &
Website Editor
Heather Greig
Email: heatherg@
clavelshay.plus.com
Tel. 01278 663991

www.amnesty.org.uk/
taunton

OUR LAST NEWSLETTER
WAS A GENERAL ELECTION
special, with statements
on human rights from the
candidates for the Taunton
Deane constituency.
Jeremy Browne was re-
elected as Taunton’s MP,
and under the coalition
Government became
Minister of State at the
Foreign Office.

When he was first
elected in 2005, Jeremy
met our Amnesty group,
explained how he had
been inspired by writing
letters for Amnesty when
he was at school, and
declared that he could
not imagine there being
an Amnesty campaign
which he would be
unwilling to support. Later
that year some of the
group visited him at the
House of Commons, and
were photographed with
him signing his application
to renew his membership
of Amnesty. In 2008 he
spoke at a public meeting
which the group
organised in Taunton,
along with Kate Allen, the
Director of Amnesty UK.
He has consistently helped
with our work on behalf
of 'our' adopted prisoners
of conscience in Burma.

Among his ministerial
responsibilities are human
rights. So when MPs ask
Parliamentary Questions
about Burma, he answers
them for the Government.

For example, on
7th June, he was
asked to give his
assessment of the
forthcoming
elections in Burma.

On 30th June
Jeremy spoke to a
meeting of directors
of NGOs at
Amnesty's Human
Rights Action
Centre, and was
photographed with
Kate Allen, both of
them with the name
of Mie Mie (one of
'our' prisoners)
written on the
palms of their hands.

On 27th July, at 
an event hosted by
Amnesty International and
the All Party Parliamentary
Group on Human Rights,
Jeremy spoke about the
importance of advancing
the human rights agenda.
"In his speech... the
Minister said the coalition
Government believes that
Britain must always be an
active member of the
global community,
promoting our national
interests while standing
up for the values of
freedom, fairness and
responsibility. He
highlighted four main
priority areas: political
freedoms such as freedom
of expression, information
and the press; criminal
justice, in particular
eradication of torture and

abolition of the death
penalty; work with and
through international
institutions such as the
UN and the EU to enact
change; and the right to
equality and freedom
from persecution
regardless of religion,
ethnicity and sexual
preference." (from the
Foreign Office website).

Amnesty International
and its groups are non-
party-political, but as most
of our group's members
are constituents of Jeremy
Browne's it is encouraging
to see his continued
commitment to improving
human rights for people
around the world.

Martin Shirley,
Chairman,Taunton AI

Taunton’s MP stands
up for human rights

For more details
please contact:
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Kate Allen and Jeremy Browne at AI UK
headquarters with the name Mie Mie on
their hands, one of the Taunton group's
adopted prisoners in Burma

                                       



Report from Amnesty’s AGM
and Conference 2010
TAUNTON GROUP MEMBER ALICE HAYNES SPENT AN
ACTION-PACKED AND EXTREMELY BUSY WEEKEND AT
WARWICK UNIVERSITY,WHICH WAS THE HOST FOR
THIS YEAR’S NATIONAL AGM AND CONFERENCE.
HERE IS HER SUMMARY OF HER TIME THERE:
From the moment I arrived to the time I left, I barely
paused for breath. My first workshop on the Friday
evening was “What’s Next for Amnesty’s Work on
Women’s Rights”.The facilitators spoke of the many
challenges they had faced but it was very encouraging
to see the progress that had been made over the six
years that this campaign had been running for.Although
the campaign has now ended, the work of advocating
for an end to violence against women and girls is going
to continue within many new and existing campaigns.

The next morning we all met for the opening
ceremony and then the Amnesty International UK
Section Report by Tom Hedley (chair of the board)
and Kate Allen (Director AIUK).The Amnesty candle
was lit by the daughter of a Burmese prisoner who has
been sentenced for 66 years for campaigning for
human rights in Burma. It was very inspiring to see the
difference that Amnesty is making all around the world.

The key-note speaker in the afternoon was John
Kampfner, the Chief Executive of the Index on
Censoring. John was talking about his new book
Freedom For Sale,The Death Of Democracy... And The Birth
Of A New World Order. He argued that in the last
twenty years, nations including India, Russia, China and
the United Arab Emirates have disproved the idea that
capitalism and democracy are inextricably linked.
Authoritarian capitalism has emerged as a potent rival
to Western democracy. My favourite quote of his was:
“We all trade different freedoms as we worship on the
altar of wealth”.

After the keynote speech we had creative workshops.
I attended one on “Talking About Maternal Health”. I
came away from the workshop stunned by the
statistics I’d heard – in particular that in Sierra Leone,
as a woman, you are more likely to die as a result of
pregnancy/childbirth than go to school, and that in
America an African-American women is four times
more likely to die in pregnancy than a white woman.

After dinner we met for a campaign action against
Shell.We marched from the Arts Centre to a
courtyard holding a banner and several placards, led by
Nigerian drummers and activists holding flares. In the
courtyard we listened to the drummers and watched
fire dancers before shouting our demands to Shell in
both English and the local dialect and ceremoniously
extinguishing the flares. It was very inspiring!

The next day included elections of candidates for a
number of voluntary positions within Amnesty,
debating and voting upon resolutions, and a really
interesting panel discussion with activists around the
world.The conference ended with awards for
outstanding activism throughout the year. Overall I left
the conference shamed by the capacity of humankind
to trample upon the human rights of the poorest and
most vulnerable, often in the pursuit of wealth and
power, yet so encouraged by the small selection of
humankind I met, whose tireless work is making a real
difference to the lives of people around the world.

GROUP NEWS
Stall at the Brewhouse Theatre
On Sat 18th September from 11am–1pm, the group
will be holding an awareness-raising stall next to
the Brewhouse Theatre in Taunton, with information
about Amnesty's work and campaign letters to sign.

Forthcoming speaker
At our November meeting (9th Nov),AIUK's
Country Co-ordinator for Sri Lanka is coming to
present a talk about human rights issues in the
country.The meeting starts at 8pm in the Silver
Street Baptist Church,Taunton.All are welcome.

Greetings card campaign
At our December meeting (14th Dec, 8–10pm)
we’ll be writing greetings cards to send to
prisoners of conscience all over the world.This is
an informal meeting with some pre-Christmas
nibbles, and all are welcome to join us.

TROY DAVIS: LAST CALL FOR JUSTICE
Troy Davis has spent nearly 19 years on death row for a
murder he maintains he did not commit. In June 2010,
he was given another chance to prove his innocence at
a new hearing ordered by the US Supreme Court.
However, the judge has ruled against Troy, putting him
back on track for execution despite persistent doubts
about his guilt.Amnesty still needs your help for Troy.
P Please use the attached petition to collect as
many signatures as you can and return it to
Amnesty International UK.
P Find out more about Troy’s case at:
www.amnesty.org.uk/content.asp?CategoryID=11458

If you only do one thing
this month...

What is it all about?
Politics is not about spouting slogans, nor always

a matter of right and left, but ultimately a question
of right and wrong; a jaded, sententious cliché that
happens to be true... the only things worth achieving
are accomplished when courageous people combine
their efforts to make things better for one another.
The tyrant can be defeated. It is possible to walk out
of the tomb of the past. ...If you have enough to eat,
and a safe place to sleep, and nobody wants to kill
you or take you from your family, you are among the
most fortunate few of a troubled world, and you
should never forget your sheer luck.
Novelist and journalist Joseph O'Connor
writing in The Observer, 8 August 2010
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