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Welcome
All supporters and
friends are welcome
to our meetings, held
at 8pm on the
second Tuesday of
each month at the
Silver Street Baptist
Church, Taunton.The
next meetings are on:

l 13 October

l 10 November

l 8 December

l 12 January

l 9 February

Chairman
Martin Shirley 
Email: martin@
crich.eclipse.co.uk
Tel. 01460 62608
Secretary 
Grace Pritchard 
Tel. 01935 823384
Treasurer
Robin Peeler
Email: robin.peeler
@orchestria.com
Tel. 01823 284001
Press Officer 
Wendy Collyer
Email: wendy.collyer@
hodder.co.uk
Tel. 01984 667354
Newsletter &
Website Editor
Heather Greig
Email: heatherg@
clavelshay.plus.com
Tel. 01278 663991

www.amnesty.org.uk/
taunton

SOMEWHERE TO SLEEP,
FOOD TO EAT, USEFUL
work and basic help if ill –
we in this country take
these rights for granted.
This is not so for many in
the world.This is why
Amnesty International
recognises the destitution
of homelessness,
imprisonment of poverty
and disability of
discrimination.

On the 60th anniversary
of the Universal
Declaration of Human
Rights, the UN General
Assembly adopted a far-
reaching protocol as an
essential step for access
to justice for all through
clear economic, social and
cultural rights.These
rights are fundamental to
us all everywhere:
adequate shelter, food,
healthcare, education and
work available to all
without discrimination.
The ability of individuals
and groups to submit
complaints on alleged
violations to the
Committee on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights
puts these basic
expectations and
entitlements on the same
footing as other human
rights.

Here is an example of
the consequences of loss
of basic rights and
entitlements to justice,
community and social
support:

In July 2008 Mohammad
al-Kurd, 55, a partially
paralysed wheelchair user
– with heart, kidney,
diabetes, and high blood
pressure – and his wife
had no time to even
gather their things before
the police arrived in the
early hours one Sunday
morning to evict them.
They had lived in that
house in Jerusalem for 52
years, but to no avail
before the Israeli Supreme
Court. Daniel Siederman,
a lawyer and Jerusalem
specialist, said the location
was one targeted by
Jewish organisations. "The
Kurd family has been run
over by historical forces
beyond their power."

Amnesty’s Demand
Dignity campaign is
widespread. It intends to
shed light on those who
suffer from violations of
their economic, social and
cultural rights to enable

them to seek remedies,
and to hold those
responsible to account for
their actions, as is already
the case for other human
rights, allowing “victims to
speak out” by
representing their cases
to the UN.

Undaunted the Taunton
group have set to work
already, writing letters to
the authorities about
rights to basic maternity
care in Peru, preservation
of land for indigenous
people in Canada, and
freedom from destruction
of Palestinian villages.

Ray Avards, Demand
Dignity Campaign 
Co-ordinator,Taunton AI

Rights are not a luxury
– they are a need

For more details
please contact:
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www.amnesty.org.uk/taunton

P To find out more about this
campaign go to:
www.amnesty.org.uk/content.
asp?CategoryID=11173
P See the action on p2
relating to this campaign

People living in slums are often denied their human rights, and this
is one area that the Demand Dignity campaign will focus on

                                           



Have a cup of
tea for Amnesty
AmnesTea Party Sat 24 Oct
TO MARK AMNESTY’S
annual Protect the Human
Week (17–23 October)
the Taunton Group is
holding an AmnesTea
Party on Saturday 
24 October, from
10am–12pm at our
regular meeting place, the
Silver Street Baptist
Church,Taunton TA1
3DH. Please come along
and enjoy a tea or coffee
and a piece of cake, and
show your support for
Amnesty’s work to protect
human rights around the
world.We look forward to
seeing you there!

GROUP NEWS
Good news from Burma!
We were delighted to hear that U Saw Naing
Naing and U Soe Han have been released.We had
been campaigning for these Burmese prisoners of
conscience for some seven years.They were given
21-year sentences for signing a statement in
support of their party's leader,Aung San Suu Kyi,
and in May they were confined to the dog cells at
the notorious Insein prison in Rangoon. Each
month Taunton group members have written on
their behalf to the authorities in Burma, and Jeremy
Browne MP has raised their cases with the Foreign
Secretary and the Burmese Embassy.This is the
sort of news that makes the efforts of Amnesty
people worthwhile.

Forthcoming speakers
At the group’s October meeting (13 Oct, 8–10pm)
Derrick Parsons, an Amnesty trainer, will be joining
us to present a workshop on the Demand Dignity
compaign (see lead story on first page).We hope
that this will answer some of the questions
surrounding this relatively new campaign for
Amnesty International, and which has been recently
adopted by the Taunton group.

At our November meeting (10 Nov, 8–10pm),
Franco Henwood,Amnesty's Country Co-ordinator
for Zimbabwe, will speak about current concerns
and prospects for human rights in Zimbabwe.

Greetings card campaign
At our December meeting (8 Dec, 8–10pm) we’ll
be writing greetings cards to send to prisoners of
conscience all over the world.This is an informal
meeting with some pre-Christmas nibbles, and all
are welcome to join us.

KENYA: STOP FORCED EVICTIONS 
Nairobi’s poorest face eviction threat
The Deep Sea settlement is a shanty-town in the
Westlands borough of Nairobi. Its 7,000 residents live
under constant threat of illegal forced eviction as private
companies attempt to gain land for development.
Government officials, police and others who support
and carry out these evictions face no legal
repercussions, while the residents live in fear that their
homes could be destroyed at any time.
Action: please write to the Kenyan authorities
expressing your concern that the residents of the Deep
Sea Settlement in Nairobi live in constant fear of
forcible eviction from their houses and land, and calling
on them to prevent all further evictions with immediate
effect, ensuring that the law is enforced against
government officials or third parties who illegally
attempt to evict people from the Deep Sea settlement.
P Send your letter to: James Orengo - Minister
of Lands,Ardhi House, Ngong Road, 1st Ngong
Avenue, P.O. Box 30450, Nairobi, Kenya 
P A template letter can be found at: www.amnesty.org.uk/
actions_details.asp?ActionID=508

If you only do one thing
this month...

B O O K  C O R N E RB O O K  C O R N E R
Little Daughter:A Memoir of Survival
in Burma and the West,
by Zya Phan
At the Taunton group’s June meeting
Tony Fairman,AIUK Country
Coordinator for Burma, gave us a telling
talk on the current situation there. He
quoted from Zya Phan's book Little

Daughter: A Memoir of Survival in Burma and the West,
published by Simon and Schuster in April this year:
"One of the ways in which the regime ruling Burma
keeps hold of power is through denying education to its
own people".The book is a a searing and moving account
of growing up in villages under attack and in refugee
camps, and of the enormous courage with which Zoya
Phan has maintained her principles and committed
herself to her people's cause, currently by working for
the Burma Campaign UK. She and her family have
established the Phan Foundation (www.phanfoundation.
org/index.php); its objectives are to alleviate poverty, to
provide education, to promote human rights and to
protect the culture of the Karen people of Burma.

Martin Shirley,Taunton Group Chairman and
Burma Campaign Co-ordinator

                              


