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Welcome
All supporters and 
friends are welcome 
to our meetings, held 
from 8–10pm on the 
second Tuesday of 
each month at the  
Silver Street Baptist 
Church, Taunton. The 
next meetings are on:

•	 13	November: 
Liz Payne of the 
National Assembly 
of Women will talk 
on Women’s Human 
Rights.

•	 11	December: 
Write for Rights, 
Amnesty’s 
seasonal greetings 
card campaign 
for prisoners of 
conscience.

•	 8	January

For more details, 
please contact:

Chairman 
Martin Shirley 
Email: martin@crich.
eclipse.co.uk 
Tel: 01460 62608

Secretary 
Rosanna Barton 
Email: rosanna. 
barton@btinternet.com 
Tel: 01460 234213

Treasurer 
Robin Peeler 
Email: peeler.robin@
gmail.com 
Tel: 01823 284001

In her Nobel Peace Prize 
lecture in Oslo on 16 
June, Aung San Suu Kyi 
said: “Please remember 
the often repeated truth 
that one prisoner of  
conscience is one too 
many. Those who have 
not yet been freed, those 
who have not yet been 
given access to the 
benefits of justice in my 
country number much 
more than one. Please 
remember them and do 
whatever is possible to 
effect their earliest,  
unconditional release.”

The members of the 
Taunton Amnesty group 
were overjoyed when, in 
January, Htay Kywe  
and Mie Mie were  
released from their 65-
year prison sentences 
in Burma. We had been 
campaigning for them 
for over three years, and 
while we can never claim 
direct credit for their 
freedom, it is releases 
like these that help to 
make Amnesty work 
worthwhile. We then took 
up the case of Ko Aye 
Aung, who was serving a 
30-year sentence for  
organising student  
demonstrations in 1998 
– and in July he too was 
released!

Change and reform 
are afoot in Burma, but 
not all is yet sweetness 

and light. To quote Aung 
San Suu Kyi again: “Over 
the past year there have 
been signs that the 
endeavours of those who 
believe in democracy 
and human rights are  
beginning to bear fruit... 
if I advocate cautious  
optimism it is not  
because I do not have 
faith in the future but 
because I do not want to 
encourage blind faith.”

Amnesty’s statement 
following the latest 
releases said: ”At least 
400 more political 
prisoners remain behind 
bars in Myanmar. Even if 
they are alleged to have 
committed or advocated 
violence, they should 
be afforded a fair trial 
under an internationally 
recognised offence or be 
released.” 

We have now (October 
2012) taken up the 
case of U Myint Aye. A 
human rights defender 
and political activist, 
he was arrested for 
his peaceful activities 
in August 2008, after 
being involved in raising 
and distributing relief aid 
to survivors of cyclone 
Nargis. U Myint Aye was 
charged with providing 
funds for a bombing in 
Rangoon. He was  
tortured in pre-trial  
detention and received 
an unfair trial, and was 
then sentenced to life 
imprisonment plus a 
further eight years.

Please see the second 
page of this newsletter 
for where to write.
Martin Shirley,  
Chairman, Taunton  
Amnesty Group

One prisoner too many

Colleagues of Htay Kywe, centre, an activist of the 88 Generation  
Students Group, welcome his release from prison as he arrives at 
Yangon airport on 14 January 2012.
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This year’s AIUK Conference & AGM was held on 
the 13th-15th of April at Manchester University. 
The original keynote speaker was Maryam 
al-Khawaja, a Bahraini human rights activist. 
However she could not attend as her father, 
activist Abdulhadi Al-Khawaja, was entering his 
third month of hunger strike and there were 
concerns for his health. Maryam recorded a video 
message which highlighted the ongoing human 
rights abuses in Bahrain and urged people not 
to forget these in light of the higher profile 
situations in Libya and Syria. 

The replacement keynote speaker was Mounir 
Atassi from the Syrian Non-Violence Movement.  
Mounir urged that there continues to be pressure 
from the international community for non-
violent solutions to the escalating violence in the 
country, including an arms embargo and support 
for journalists and medical teams inside Syria.

A highlight for many was an unscheduled visit 
by Jenni Williams from Women of Zimbabwe 
Arise (WOZA). She was greeted with a standing 
ovation, and during her speech was inspiring and 
upbeat, even when describing the harassment 
and intimidation of WOZA members by officials 
in her country. We also heard from Emin Milli, a 
blogger from Azerbaijan previously imprisoned 
on fabricated charges in response to his 
comments posted online.  Listening to their 
stories highlighted not only the bravery of those 
willing to speak out for change despite knowing 
the consequences for them and their families, 
but also the importance of organisations such as 
Amnesty International in supporting them in the 
face of human rights abuses.

This year’s campaign action involved walking 
through the streets of Manchester singing “Down 
by the Riverside”; an aerial photograph was 
taken to be sent to David Cameron, asking him 
to publicly voice his support for a robust Arms 
Trade Treaty. Over the weekend, time was taken 
to remember Troy Davis, whose campaign for 
justice was close to many people’s hearts prior 
to his execution in Georgia. 

The conference weekend was a great 
opportunity to learn more about human rights, 
listen to many inspirational individuals and share 
ideas with other AI members from around the 
country. I would recommend that anybody takes 
the opportunity to go to future conferences and 
experience this for themselves.

Laura	Jane	Woods,		
Amnesty	Taunton	group	member

Thoughts from Amnesty’s 
annual conference

BURMA:	CALL	FOR	THE	
RELEASE	OF	PRISONERS	
OF	CONSCIENCE
Please	will	you	write,	as	
soon	as	possible,	to:
Lieutenant General Ko Ko, 
Minister of Home Affairs, 
Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Office No. 10, Nay Pyi Ttaw, 
Republic of the Union of 
Myanmar.

In your own words, welcome his government’s recent 
releases of prisoners of conscience and appeal for U 
Myint Aye and all remaining prisoners of conscience 
to have their cases reviewed as a matter of 
urgency, with a view to their being immediately and 
unconditionally released.

If you only do one 
thing this month...

GROUP NEWS
Write for Rights campaign
We	will	be	having	an	Amnesty	stall	at		
St	Michael’s	Church,	Galmington,	Taunton,	at	
the	coffee	morning	on	Saturday	1st	December	
(from	10am	to	12noon).	This	will	have	literature	
on	Amnesty’s	annual	Write	for	Rights	letter-
writing	campaign,	and	on	our	current	adopted	
prisoner	of	conscience	in	Burma.	We	hope	to	
see	some	of	you	there.

Skydive for Amnesty
Taunton	Group	member	Laura	Jane	Woods	is	
planning	to	do	a	sponsored	skydive	for	Amnesty	
International	next	May.	More	details	to	follow	
next	year!	
	
Date for your diaries in 2013
Taunton	Deane	Male	Voice	Choir	will	perform	
a	Concert	for	Amnesty	at	St	Michael’s	Church,	
Galmington,	Taunton	on	Saturday	26th	October	
2013.	Put	a	note	in	your	diaries	and	we’ll	send	
you	details	of	how	to	get	tickets	next	year.

Arms Trade Treaty
Our	group	added	the	Arms	Trade	Treaty	to	its	
other	campaigns	this	year.	This	is	a	crucial	
year	for	the	campaign	as	world	leaders	try	
to	create	the	first	ever	global	agreement	
governing	the	international	arms	trade.		
See:	http://www.amnesty.org.uk/content.
asp?CategoryID=10079	for	more	information.
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Burmese prisoner of  
conscience U Myint Aye.


