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Welcome
All supporters and
friends are welcome
to our meetings, held
at 8pm on the
second Tuesday of
each month at the
Silver Street Baptist
Church, Taunton.The
next meetings are on:

l 10 May

l 14 June
With guest speaker
Andrea Maurano,
Amnesty Country 
Co-ordinator for
Morocco 

l 12 July

Chairman
Martin Shirley 
Email: martin@
crich.eclipse.co.uk
Tel. 01460 62608
Treasurer
Robin Peeler
Email: peeler.robin
@gmail.com
Tel. 01823 284001
Press Officer 
Wendy Collyer
Email: wendy.collyer@
hodder.co.uk
Tel. 01984 667354
Newsletter &
Website Editor
Heather Greig
Email: heatherg@
clavelshay.plus.com
Tel. 01278 663991

www.amnesty.org.uk/
taunton

"PETER BENENSON WAS
TRAVELLING IN 1960 ON
the London Underground,
when he discovered an
article about two
Portuguese students who
had been arrested for
making a toast to freedom
in a Lisbon bar.Then and
there, he decided to form
an organisation
committed to helping free
political prisoners the
world over.Without
Benenson’s determination
to make a difference - just
from reading a newspaper
article - Amnesty
International would never
have been founded.
Benenson, however, had a
long way to go before his
organisation was off the
ground.To raise public
awareness, he wrote an
article in the London
Observer in 1961 called
The Forgotten Prisoners."

This account of the
beginnings of Amnesty
International leads us to
some satisfaction and to
some dissatisfaction, 50
years on.There is
satisfaction in AI now
having some 2.7 million
members in 70 countries,
and being the largest
human rights organisation
in the world.There is
dissatisfaction at torture
still being used in over a
third of the world’s
countries, at there being a
quarter of a million
people imprisoned

without trial, at over
2,000 executions being
carried out per year, at 1
in 3 women being beaten
or forced into sex during
their lifetimes, and at a
billion people living in
slums.

There has been great
progress in some
countries, but not in
others. Portugal is now
recognised as a
functioning democracy.
Last year, two Syrian
detainees at Guantanamo
Bay were released and
transferred to Portugal.
They were not able to
return to Syria due to the
risk of torture and other
serious human rights
violations.The Portuguese
government granted both
men residence permits on
humanitarian grounds.

However,Amnesty’s
most recent annual report
on Burma says: "Almost
2,200 political prisoners
remained behind bars.
Most were held in
abysmal conditions and
many suffered from poor
physical and psychological
health. Fighting intensified
between the army and
armed opposition group
the Karen National
Liberation Army (KNLA).
This was accompanied by
serious human rights
violations and led to
thousands seeking refuge
in neighbouring Thailand.
The authorities continued

to target ethnic minority
activists involved in various
forms of resistance to
government policies,
practices, and projects."

The Taunton Amnestv
group has a long-standing
commitment to working
for prisoners of
conscience in Burma. Our
current adopted prisoners
are Zaw Htet Ko Ko, Htay
Kywe and Mie Mie, who
between them have been
sentenced to 146 years in
prison, for their part in
the mass anti-government
protests of 2007.

Our main event for
Amnesty’s 50th
anniversary will be a
performance of The
Burma Play at the
Brewhouse Theatre, at
7.45pm on Friday 17th
June. See p2 for more
details about this and
other events planned to
celebrate Amnesty’s 50th
birthday.

Martin Shirley,
Chairman,Taunton AI

Amnesty celebrates 
its 50th birthday

For more details
please contact:
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The Burma Play
The Brewhouse Theatre & Arts Centre,
Taunton, Friday 17th June, 7.45pm
Our main event for
Amnesty’s 50th
anniversary will be a
performance of The Burma
Play at The Brewhouse in
Taunton.The play has been
described as "a unique
show that sensitively
evokes the long suffering
of a people through
bittersweet comedy" and
backed by John Pilger: "... a
vital glimpse of the
courage and suffering of the Burmese people. I
warmly recommend it."

The performance will be followed by a post-show
discussion, in which it is hoped to include a
contribution from Jeremy Browne MP, who has
already commented: "The pursuit of freedom in
Burma is one of the world’s greatest liberal causes.
Over 2,000 political prisoners remain in Burmese
jails and the struggle continues to create a free, fair
and open Burma. I am delighted that this important
issue is being dramatised at The Brewhouse."

For tickets, please contact The Brewhouse
Theatre & Arts Centre on 01823 283244 or
visit www.thebrewhouse.net. Proceeds from
the event, supported by The Co-operative,
will go to Amnesty International and the
Burma Campaign UK.
We look forward to seeing you there!

Why Amnesty matters
The father of a Burmese prisoner of consience
was asked what happened to the letters and
cards we send.This is what the father replied:

Dear Haider,
Thanks again for continue campaining for the

release of my son and collegue.And also thousand of
thanks to the members of AI around the world for
sending me supporting letters.Their support is very
precious for my life as the person who away from
his family. Most of the letters I receive are from UK
and the Netherlands. I receive from the whole europe
and Scandinavia, Canada, Singapore, Malaysia,Taiwan
and so on. One remarkable for me is from a senior
nurse who is 90 plus from UK. I wish for her 100
year birthday. Some kids sent me their drawing
about prison and dove.They soothe me a lot.

Sincerely yours,
phohtaung (fatherÕs name is an alias)

Celebrate with us on
Saturday 28th May
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL CELEBRATES ITS
50TH ANNIVERSARY ON SATURDAY 28TH MAY,
AND THE TAUNTON GROUP HAS ORGANISED
SOME EXCITING EVENTS TAKING PLACE IN THE
TOWN CENTRE:

Sensational Samba!
Put the afro-portugese
rhythms of Brazil
through the heads,
hands and drums of a
bunch of Somerset
folk and Blackdown
Samba comes to life!
Blackdown Samba are
a community band of
disparate rhythm
freaks with a common
goal of having fun with
drums. Come and
enjoy the unique
sounds of this
colourful band, who
are kindly giving two
performances in Taunton town centre to help
celebrate Amnesty’s 50th birthday - a great way
to get the party started!
Date: Sat 28th May
Times: from 11-11.45am and from 
12.45-1.30pm (approx)
Location: in the High Street and at the
Market House in Taunton

And for something completely different...
In between the two Blackdown Samba
performances, local duo Deux! will be
performing songs to make you smile, offering a
light-hearted take on everything from old time
swing to modern classics.A great time is
guaranteed for all with plenty of fun and foot-
tapping as Al and Rob present a great
collection of songs, some you may have
forgotten and others you wish you had...
Times: from 11.45am-12.30pm (approx)

Up, up and away!
To round-off the birthday
celebrations, the Taunton
Amnesty Group wil be
releasing 50 balloons in
Vivary Park. Come and
watch!
Date: Sat 28th May
Time: approx. 2.30pm
Location: Vivary Park (near
the bandstand)

                        


